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Apache transmission surge a success 

T he ongoing war on terrorism 
brought about a requirement for 
increased production of the main 

transmission for the Army’s gunship, 
the AH-64 Apache.  With only one ser-
viceable Apache engine and transmis-
sion ready for issue, CCAD’s transmis-
sion gearbox branch #2 was asked to 
surge production on the main transmis-
sion to meet requirements in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom in mid-
December.  The depot immediately 
went into high gear, working seven days 

a week, and by the end of January, went 
from a pre-surge production count of four 
transmissions per month to 15 transmis-
sions per month.  Additionally, CCAD 
accepted the testing of transmissions over-
hauled by three contractors whose test 
cells were inoperative at the time.  By 
mid-July, a mere 120 calendar days later, 
the depot has overhauled 110 transmis-
sions, and tested 73 transmissions for the 
contractors, with a cumulative sell of 183 
transmissions to date. 

(See “Surge” on page 4) 

First hurricane threat finds CCAD prepared 
by Lois Contreras 
     CCAD Public Affairs 

 First, she was a tropical storm 
in the Gulf, a mere nuisance to tourists in 
the Yucatan Peninsula and Cozumel, 
Mex. But, living up to the old adage that 
it’s a woman’s prerogative to change her 
mind, she toyed with us, strengthening 
and lessening her power, and changing 
her direction at will. By the time she 

decided to make landfall, she had 
strengthened to hurricane force with 90 
mile-an-hour plus winds, tumbling trees 
and 18-wheelers to show her strength.  At 
one point she seemed headed for the Cor-
pus Christi coast, so CCAD went into full 
hurricane preparedness mode. By Mon. 
afternoon all windows in Building 8 were 
shuttered or boarded up and equipment 
properly secured in anticipation of the 
onslaught. 
 “In general, CCADers and our 
support organizations did an excellent job 
with storm preparation, following the 
guidelines in the CCAD Hurricane Pre-

(See “Storm” on page 4) 

by Terry L. Burgess 
     CCAD Special Projects Office 

Employees in transmission gearbox branch #2 are shown with the 100th Apache transmission produced since the surge began 
last Dec. Col. Budney (center of photo in uniform) thanked the employees for their hard work at a celebration last Tue. R.A. 
Guzman (to right of Budney), branch chief, provided a cake to show his appreciation to his branch employees and thanked the 
support shops involved in the surge.  

photo by Lois Contreras  
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Positive outlook makes any job satisfying 
by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
     407th Air Expeditionary Group Public Affairs 

“Attitude is everything”—how many 
times have we heard that phrase? The 
following article, taken from the Air 
Force News link, proves the phrase true.  
-- Editor  

7/14/2003 - TALLIL AIR BASE, Iraq 
(AFPN)  -- It is a subject that makes 
most people uncomfortable. Faces 
grimace, noses wrinkle and even the 
strongest of stomachs can easily 
weaken at its mere suggestion. But to 
Tech. Sgt. Randall Lovett, it is really 
nothing new. It is simply another day at 
the office. 
 With meticulous organization 
and a keen eye for methodology, Lovett 
cleans and services more than 100 port-
able latrines that dot the dusty land-
scape here. And despite the smell, the 
heat and the jokes, this 49-year-old 
California reservist does the job with an 
infectious smile and a sparkling attitude 
that quickly makes people forget he is 
the guy that drives the “honey wagon.” 
 “It’s not really the thankless job 
everyone thinks it is,” said Lovett. “As 
a matter of fact, just about everyone I 
bump into thanks me. And that makes 
me feel good, because I truly enjoy 
taking care of people, and if this is how 
I have to do it, then that’s OK with 
me.” 
 But while Lovett’s world-class 
customer service may seem natural, it 
does not come without a great deal of 
forethought. Lovett attributes a chipper 
outlook on life in part to a strong work 
ethic and his deep spiritual values. 
 “I suppose it is the way I was 
raised,” Lovett said. “When you do 
something and you do your best, and 

you do it with the right spirit, you just 
feel better about yourself and life in 
general.” 
 Lovett added that having a joyful 
disposition also helps the days go by 
faster. 
 “Folks that complain about their 
jobs (and say) ‘I didn’t come here to do 
this,’ really lengthen their time here,” 
he said. “Sitting in your tent complain-
ing about how bad you have it is a sure 
way to stop the clock.” 
 For people that have not met 
Lovett yet, it is only a matter of time 
before they do. He said one of the perks 
of his job, besides being done by 1:30 
p.m., is he gets to travel the base and 

meet new friends.  
 “I’m probably about as well 
known on Tallil as the base com-
mander,” he chuckled.  
 So, people may ask if there is 
anything that gets this man upset.  
 Yes, there is, he said. 
 “People that put water bottles 
and soda cans in the latrine really make 
me mad,” Lovett said with a slightly 
furrowed brow. “It’s really tough on the 
equipment and makes me wonder if 
they put soda cans in their toilets at 
home.” 
 But he said he is only mad for a 
minute.  
 In short, Lovett said it is impor-
tant to remember that being assigned to 
doing even the most undesirable of jobs 
is not a direct reflection of a person’s 
value. 
 “People need to stop associating 
self-worth with job titles,” he said. “It’s 
not worth the wasted time and effort it 
takes to feel sorry for yourself. Just get 
out there and do your best at every-
thing, even if it’s not so glamorous.”  
 For skeptics who might think 
Lovett does not practice what he 
preaches, think again. He actually vol-
unteered to drive the “honey wagon.” 
 Lovett is assigned as a plumber 
to the 940th Air Refueling Wing at 
Beale Air Force Base, Calif. When not 
called to active duty, he is a 10-year 
postal worker at the Rancho Cordova 
Postal Station.  
 “There’s only one place where I 
find happiness,” Lovett said. “And 
that’s simply doing whatever I‘m do-
ing, wherever I’m doing it -- even in 
Iraq.”  

TALLIL AIR BASE, Iraq -- Tech. Sgt. Randall 
Lovett prepares to service one of more than 
100 portable toilets here. The reservist is 
assigned to the base's 407th Expeditionary 
Civil Engineer Squadron. (U.S. Air Force)  

The following is an open letter to CCAD 
employees on behalf of Diana, Ignacio 
(Iggy) Segovia’s wife.  Iggy passed away 
on June 18, 2003.  He retired from CCAD 
last year after 31 years of service. 
  

here, even though the last 10 years were 
hardest due to his sickness.  He was an ex-
ceptional man and loved by many.  It’s 
gonna take me time, I know it.  I may not be 
myself but Iggy and I have many many 

(See “Letter” continued on page 4) 

I don’t even know how to begin to thank 
you.  The death of my husband has been 
really hard on me, even though I know he’s 
not suffering anymore.  I did all I possibly 
could and more; but it’s hard to deal with 
the fact that after 28 years he is no longer 

A personal letter to CCAD employees 
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In May 1969, employees in the U.S. Army Aero-
nautical Depot Maintenance Center (ARADMAC), 
stand with the 605th engine produced that month. 
Pictured above are (l-r):  Frank Soliz, manager of 
the first T53 program at the depot; Elmer Nordeu; 
Johnny Peck; Bobby Munguia, Jakie San Filippo; 
Wilbur “Tex” Tyler, Armando Chapa, Louis 
McClendon; Jim Welch; and, Bob Moreland. What 
a blast from the past! 

A Lycoming T53 engine bearing the CCAD logo 
(circled in red) sits in the Smithsonian Institute.  
The engine was spotted by Ray Reeves, an equip-
ment engineer at CCAD while on a visit to the 
museum. 

 CCAD repairs last T-53 engine 
  

    On June 23, 2003, CCAD completed overhaul and repair on the final T53 engine.  The T-53 program 
began at ARADMAC in 1962.  The Lycoming T-53 engine produced 450 horsepower and was devel-
oped for use by the UH-1 Huey and the OV-Mohawk. It was improved as the years went by, with the 
last one producing 1500 horsepower.  As of May, 1969, the ARADMAC engine division had produced 
605 engines, as seen in the photo above. Frank Soliz, who later became CCAD’s engine division chief 
under the directorate of maintenance, and then deputy director of maintenance before his retirement, 
was the first manager of the T-53 program.   Joe Herrera is the current director of engine produc-
tion.  Under his tenure, 175 T-53 engines completed overhaul and repair from January 1999 to June 23, 
2003.     

Last T-53 engine produced 
at CCAD is shown sur-
rounded by employees who 
worked the program in the 
directorate of engine pro-
duction.  Shown in photo (l-
r) first row:   Ramiro 
Trevino, Patricia Martinez, 
Sherlyn Johnson, Cynthia 
Platz, Michael Tromm, 
Diana Quintanilla, and Jim 
Connor                              

2nd row (l-r):  Fidela Cam-
pos, Michael Salvagno,  Joe 
Taylor, Michael Deruise, 
Diego Vega, Jr., Jimmy 
Nino, Hilario Villarreal, 
Pete Munson, Ben Wagnon, 
Phil lip Deleon, Ken 
Dunlevy, and Patty Puckett 

3rd row (l-r):  Ray-
mond Ybarra, Neil 
Marsh ,  R ica rd o 
Reyna, Ed Ledwig, 
Alex Pizio, and John 
Lowe.                               
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COL JAMES J. BUDNEY, JR. 
DEPOT COMMANDER 

Transmission shop successful 

Last Tuesday brought Col. 
Jim Budney, CCAD commander, 
to the shop area where he and R. 
A. Guzman, branch chief, thanked 
the employees at a small celebra-
tion complete with cake provided 
by Guzman, in appreciation for 
their hard work.   Special thanks 
also went to the supporting shops, 
CCAD’s partner Boeing Aircraft, 
and the core team for making the 
Apache transmission surge a suc-
cess. 

“CCAD has demonstrated 
the value of an organic mainte-

(“Surge” continued from page 1) 

Near miss gives CCAD a good drill 

paredness Handbook. 
 Also thanks to everyone for 
a quick post-storm recovery 
which allowed us to ramp up 
production first thing today 
(Wed.).  We still have 
some challenges—namely leak-
ing roofs and communication 
challenges between Naval Air 
Station-Corpus Christi and 
CCAD.   The long term fix to 
real roof repair will require sig-
nificant expenditures.  And we 
need to do a better job of differ-
entiating CCAD's ‘report to 
work’ instructions to our work-
force and contractor employees 
from NAS-CC instructions to 
their personnel,” said Kresten 
Cook, director of engineering 
services. 

(“Storm” continued from page 1)  Depot employees are 
reminded that “NAS personnel” 
does not necessarily identify all 
employees who work on the 
installation.  CCAD employees 
can call the NAS command 
in format ion  number  a t 
877.989.6743 for work report-
ing information which includes 
CCAD information, should the 
need arise in the future. If still 
in doubt, employees should 
contact their supervisor for 
CCAD report to work status. 
 The fact that Claudette 
decided to come ashore north of 
Corpus Christi should not be 
taken lightly or put us in a com-
placent mood when it comes to 
hurricane preparedness. Better 
to anticipate than to be caught 
unprepared.  

Claudette scare – Brooks contractor employees were busy boarding up the hallway of 
the main lobby in CCAD headquarters Bldg 8 in preparation for hurricane Claudette on 
Mon. Fortunately for us, she decided to bypass our area making landfall to the north on 
Tue. Members of the Brooks team consisted of Shawn Marsh, Tim Chapman, Ricky 
Martinez, Tom Starr, and Arthur Laurel. 

photo by Lois Contreras 

nance depot to soldiers in harm’s 
way,” remarked Budney.  “In Oc-
tober 2002, there was one service-
able Apache engine and transmis-
sion on the shelf.  CCAD surged 
these components and numerous 
others to support the war on terror-
ism. Currently, even after fighting 
two wars, there are 15 engines and 
49 transmissions on the shelf to 
support the warfighter.” 

 Once again, a fine exam-
ple of what teamwork between 
CCAD employees and CCAD part-
ners can accomplish. 

friends (some I just met and don’t 
even know their names) that have 
been so very kind to care and have 
been  there for me.  People have gone 
out of their way to help me and I ap-
preciate it so so much.  The number of 
people that have supported and have 
been there for me in these past 10 
months is just overwhelming.  So 
many people would tell me how much 

(“Letter” continued from page 2) 
they admired me for how I took care of 
my husband knowing how hard it was 
on me but I tell you what, without all of 
your support, I probably couldn’t have 
done it.  To all of you that sent flowers, 
money, phone calls, pictures, medals, 
remembrances, kind comforting words, 
hugs, kisses, tears…I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. 
                                 Diana R. Segovia 

A note of thanks 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
 BEAN AND SAUSAGE SALE 

 
 THU, 24 JUL 03 (LUNCHTIME) 

 
 TICKETS: $2.50 

 
 POC: JOE GUTIERREZ X16369 

SANDRA SCOGGINS 13040 
BETTY JO VELA 13354 
RAUL RAMIREZ 12300 

 
CDR’S OFFICE WILL BE COOKING 

ALSO - SHARON HAYNES  13600 

mailto:lois.contreras@us.army.mil
http://www.ccad.army.mil

